
	

 
Lesson: A DRUMMERS BAG OF TOYS 
Teacher: Gregory Hutchinson 
 
- We wanna talk about different ways that you can go about getting different types of sounds on 
the drums for different types of situations that you might be in. Here I have... Some bells. Which, 
you know, I use periodically on different kinds of things. But maybe I put on the snare drum, here.  
 
-That's just the bell. Now you can put it on any drum and it will create a different texture. 
 
-So you take something like this, has many uses. You can use it on anything. You can put it on a 
hi-hat. This will give you a whole different kind of sound.  
 
-So the bells can create many effects. Sometimes I travel with these little Chinese pans I have, 
that I got in China. I put those on the floor tom. They go Drives everybody crazy, but that's just 
another effect. So, as well as playing the drums, you have to also understand, depending on the 
music, maybe you need something a little extra. So incorporating a little bell, here and there, or a 
little Chinese drum, or whatever. It's not such a bad idea. It just gives you another sound source 
when you play. So first, learn to play the drums, then understand that you can add other things 
into the drum set also while you're playing.  
 
-As I often do many times... We bring out toys to the studio. And so we have the bells, cowbells, 
tambourine. We use these to create different sounds. This is something that will be demonstrated 
on Peter Martin's "What Lies Ahead." We can go back. We can find many albums that I've played 
these things on. Joshua Redman records, Dianne Reeves records. Sometimes we go into the 
studio, we need something a little extra. So we wanna make sure that you bring these toys with 
you if you need them. So, my preference, the Chinese bell, and my Indian bells, my tambourine. 
And I don't have a cowbell anymore, but I'll find a cowbell. I'll play the heck out of a cowbell, 
because a cowbells a different kind of sound. So with all that said... Try and become the best all-
around, complete musician you can. So that does entail bringing some extra goodies to the party 
sometimes. And there's nothing wrong with a couple little extra goodies at the party.  
 
-Hopefully this helps to take you on your journey. I'm on mine, so, come join me. 


