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- Back to talk about two incredible drummers who definitely influenced myself and many jazz 
drummers and one is Philly Joe Jones, and the other would be Art Blakey. Buhaina, as he was 
called. So two different drummers, two great styles. Let's start with Philly first.  
 
-Now Philly Joe, I like to think of as the hipster. Everything he played seemed to always make 
sense. And the fact that he came to New York first and when he came to New York at the first 
time, rumor has it that his playing wasn't up to par, so he went back and shed some more and he 
hooked up with Max, came back to New York and this is the Philly Joe that we know. The Philly 
Joe that hit the Wilcox so that's essential but that was part of his sound and I don't wanna touch 
on the other aspects of his life, but he had some issues, but I think all of that factored into the 
sound that he got, the way he comped. The snare drum comping was ridiculous. So was the bass 
drum. And then you talk about the solos. Philly always, Philly-isms I like to say.  
 
-Philly had his own take on the vocabularies, own way of playing. And I think that for me, growing 
up, that was a huge influence. Listening to him, listening to the way that he phrased, that played a 
profound way in my development as a jazz drummer because he was my idol. And studying with 
Kenny Washington helped to get closer to that, so Philly, his hands, his ride cymbal beat, hi-hat, 
when you listen to Philly, those are the things that first jump out: his hands, his ride cymbal beat, 
and his hi-hat. Impeccable. I mean, you couldn't ask for any more tasteful drumming from a 
drummer, and everything is in the right place. But then you have to say, "Well wait. "Maybe who 
influenced Philly, and how'd he get "that concept of sound and just the way he play?" And maybe 
Blakey was a big influence. I think Blakey was a big influence on all the drummers at that time. 
You talk about Blakey, I mean, there're so many different aspects to talk about. You talk about 
Blakey had the best hi-hat foot. Ray Brown told me, this straight from Ray Brown's mouth. He 
said, "Art Blakey had the best hi-hat foot." Why? Because you could always hear his hi-hat no 
matter what was going on.  
 
-Right? And that is true. I mean, that's just what it is. His foot was incredible, but then, let's talk 
about all the other stuff: his ride cymbal, his African rhythms on the drums, his solos, so let's 
think. Let's just dissect it all. You do Blakey.  
 
-But you see how  
 
-That's all Blakey, right? Now, comping wise, think about this. Whenever he played, he had his 
own vocabulary for comping. But you always, most likely, you would hear this a lot of times.  
 
-Right, so in that, when you hear that, you see he's a ♫ Tap da ca ta ta tap de dap ♫ Ta ta dap ta 
dap ta ta tap ta dap ♫ Ta tap de dap de dap de dap ♫ bang boo bang♫ And he used the ride 
cymbal in the most creative way. So he would say  
 
-So he understood those accents with the cymbal really made a difference. So, I mean, you 
talking bout two incredible drummers but yet, at the same time, two distinctively different sounds 
on the instrument. And you talk about the soloing. When you listen to Bu, you go straight back to 
Africa cause all his solos were based really off of that, off of African rhythms, the way he played. 
When you listen to Philly, you think of someone who's a slickster coming out, walking down the 
street, looking like this. "What's going on, y'all?" And that's how Philly played. And that's how he 
was also. Blakey, raw. Philly, slick. But I guess to be slick, you have to be raw also. And to be 
raw, you have to be slick. So I guess the influences of the two drummers on each other probably 
were pretty strong. I mean, I wasn't alive at that point, but I would think probably pretty strong 
because I think all the bad cats listened to each other. And all the bad cats influenced each other. 



	

So I would think, I would guess that clearly, they knew each other. Of course, I know that for sure 
and that they influenced each other. Everyone loved Philly. Everyone loved Blakey, so it's hard to 
sit here and not think that and I think you can hear it also. Cause Philly would sometimes play 
these also  
 
-And of course, when we talk about Blakey, we talked about earlier the Blakey shuffle. So, now 
no one had that. Love you Philly, but no one had the Blakey shuffle. Philly had his own shuffle, 
but Blakey had the Blakey shuffle and we touched on that.  
 
-So, now let's give you some classic examples of records that you should check out with both of 
these great drummers. We could start with Philly first. So we have the records with Miles. The 
Workin', Steamin', right. We have also Art Pepper Meets the Rhythm Section. There's so many 
different records with Philly. Just put in Philly Joe Jones, and you will come up with all the 
records, but these are some of the better ones, the ones I like. And with Blakey, all of the Art 
Blakey and The Jazz Messenger records. Of course, you must have those. One of my favorites is 
The Big Beat, so go get that. And when you listen to them, you can hear that the two styles that 
are so different but yet at the same time, the concept of swing. That's the most important thing, 
and that's what they were dealing with, how to swing. Each had a different ride cymbal beat. 
Philly's beat had that slick.  
 
-Blakey.  
 
-So that's Blakey. So you know, when you hear that, you know Blakey and when you hear Philly, 
you know Philly, so the ride cymbal will always set you up on who is who. So these guys, these 
are just two of the masters. You have to do the homework. You have to go back. You really have 
to listen to all the masters and I mean, we just talked about two here, but there're so many of 
them going way back to the beginning of drumming that you have to know about. And it's 
important to come to your, to who you are to become in this music. You have to do the 
homework, so to watch the video is great, but you guys gotta get out there and do the homework. 
So you gotta do this. It will change your life forever. So Hutch is out. 


